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For Release to the m's CF TUESDAY, MAY 7, 1946 

All records for gross receipts were broken at a slingle sale of soverrment- . 

owned fur-seal and fox skins during the annual spring public auction held on April 

29 by the Fouke Fur Company at St. Louis, MO., the Fish ?a.nd KilXlife Service 

reported today to the Secretary of the Interior J. A. Iirug. The total amount 

received was $2,457,705.. 

For the account of the gnited States Government 28,032 sealskins and 307 fox -B -- 

skins from the Pribilof Islands were sold, Of the scalskins 14,512 were matara 

brown finish, 10,065 safari brown, and 3,455 black. The 307 blue fox skins were 

c sold for $4,549, This was the second sale of Alaskan sealskins since the OFA 

regulations w&e lifted. 

Compared with the previous semi-annual salt: l&d j.n October 1945, these naw 

April prices represent an advance of 25 i>'-;rccnt fcr matara, 1'7$ percent for safari, 

and ll percent for black skins. Th !-im&st pric.: for rwtara Sk-ins was $114, with 

the average of $92.49 for all; the high::st price for safari W..S $108.50, with the 

average $$3.37; and the highest far black was $103, with the r;ver%gc $78.68. Con- 

sidering all color and all skins the average price was $87.51, or an advzncc of 

22.2 percent over the.; October sale. The blue fox skins advanced 12% percent; over 

the October sale. 

All of the Pribilof Islands fur-seal skins at the April auction were taken 

in 1943. Upward of 100 buyers were present and bidding was spirited at all times. 

This is the thirtieth yczr of sales by the Fouke Fur Company and its predecessor 
L 

organizations as agents of the Government. 
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